The Gospel of the River of Delights
Psalm 36

Introduction: FILM NEGATIVE LIVING - Film negatives don’t give you a true picture of reality.  They show us something of reality—we can identify a good many of the objects present—but we still only see something of reality.  

· Can you imagine if all of life looked like a film negative?  Everything dark would look light and everything light would look dark.  We would have a warped, severely defective understanding of reality and would be completely unable to live life as it is meant to be lived.

ILLUS: Trip to the Zoo—Can I eat ‘em?  Can I pet ‘em?

· We laugh at the way 4 year olds see the world, but it is not just a problem for 4 year olds at the zoo.  It is also a problem for 17-70 year olds at college.  It doesn’t matter if you are a student or a staff or faculty member.  Film negative living is a problem for everybody.  It is a problem for humanity.

· In Psalm 36, reality is shown to us at is really is—light is seen as light and darkness as darkness.  It acts as a window into reality and allows us to see things for what they really are.  Notice what David says at the end of verse 9.

Psalm 36:9 . . . with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light. 

· In other words, when the light of God is shining upon us it clears up our vision.  It is in the light of God’s countenance that we see reality rightly.  

· Psalm 36 – Contrast Psalm – Works to correct film negative living by contrasting the heart orientation of the ungodly with the heart orientation of the righteous.  So let’s look (1) at the heart orientation of the ungodly and then (2) the heart orientation of the righteous.

1. The Heart Orientation of the Ungodly (vv. 1-4)
· Notice that the heart orientation of the ungodly is not described so much by what it delights in as it is described by what it does not fear, namely, God.

Psalm 36:1 Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart [let me translate it a little differently: “Thus says sin with regard to the ungodly in my heart.”  Its almost as if sin is personified here giving David an inside look at the heart orientation of the ungodly.  So what’s inside look do we get?]; there is no fear [or dread] of God before his eyes. 

· What interesting here is the word that David uses for wicked refers to one who is guilty before God, one who is deserving of punishment.  Yet David says that though his condition is one of guilt before God, there is no appropriate dread of God before his eyes.  In other words, there is a total disregard for God’s disposition toward sin.
· Not only is his heart NOT oriented toward God as the Creator/Redeemer, but its not oriented toward God as Judge of the whole earth.
ILLUS: Great illustration of this is Gollum. There was no fear of the ring before his eyes.  No fear of its deadly consequences even to the very end (falling into the lava).
· So not only does the ungodly man not delight in God, he also does not dread God as the Almighty Judge.  Now David goes on to give us evidence of this inside look at the heart orientation of the ungodly man.  Notice verse 2.

Psalm 36:2 [there is no dread of God before his eyes, and I know this] For [or “because”] he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.

· David knows that there is no dread of God’s judgment before the ungodly man’s eyes because he intentionally deceives himself regarding the true nature of sin.  He refuses to see sin for what it really is, namely, something to be hated, rejected.  John speaks to this self-deception in 1 John 1:8.
1 John 1:8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

· Instead of doing what he must do, namely, confess his sin, he smoothes it over through rationalization.  This is proof positive that he does not dread the judgment of God.
ILLUS: the movie Phone Booth – confess your sin or die!!!!  The ungodly man of Psalm 36 is not one who freely confesses his sin.  Rather, he is one who hides it from even himself.

· All attempts to justify our behavior or deny it are ultimately self-defeating, for they keep us from the one thing that can bring fulfillment, namely, fellowship with God.

· Notice the second piece of evidence in verse 3.
Psalm 36:3 The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit; he has ceased to act wisely and do good. 

· His deception is not merely an internal reality.  Verse 3 makes it plain that it spills over into his relationships with others.  The point of the first half of verse 3 is that his deceitful words cause harm and trouble for others. 
· When you are a man or woman whose life’s orientation is decidedly self-centered rather than God-centered (which is an accurate description of the ungodly man’s problem described in verse 2), you will cause hurt to others with your words.  Self-centeredness cannot be contained within the self.  It recognizes no boundary lines.
· The second half of verse 3 (“he has ceased to act wisely and do good”) simply means that he puts forth absolutely no effort to live a Godward life.
ILLUS: LOTR – A few of my friends watched the trilogy without ever reading the books.  Each of them held the hope that Gollum was reforming.  They seemed to have reason to believe that he was.  Didn’t he serve faithfully serve Frodo throughout much of The Two Towers?  Yes, but his service was always with a view to furthering his own self-centered schemes, and in the end his self-centered orientation went into full bloom.
· Notice the third piece of evidence his lack of the dread of God:
Psalm 36:4 He plots [imagines] trouble while on his bed; he sets himself in a way that is not good; he does not reject evil. 

· During the most natural time to give oneself to quiet communion with and reflection upon God, his thoughts run to how he might eat or drink or do whatever he does to his own glory and self-satisfaction (a play on 1 Cor. 10:31).  This is the life of the man who has no dread of God before his eyes.    

2. The Heart Orientation of the godly (vv. 5-10)

· Now at this point Psalm 36 quickly moves from unveiling the heart orientation of the ungodly man to unveiling the heart orientation of the godly man.  What I find very significant in this psalm is that in describing the heart orientation of the ungodly man the psalms talks mainly about the man.  But in describing the heart orientation of the godly man the psalm talks mainly about his God.
Question: Why?  Because the heart orientation of the godly man is not toward himself; it is toward God!  Notice the complete switch in emphasis.
Psalm 36:4-6 He plots trouble while on his bed; he sets himself in a way that is not good; he does not reject evil.  [5] [now notice the striking God-centered emphasis]  Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness [your reliability extends] to the clouds [it has no limit].  [6] Your righteousness [your rightness] is like the mountains of God [insurmountable]; your judgments [decisions] are like the great deep [that is, your decisions are unfathomable in their rightness]; man and beast you save, O Lord [all of God’s works of deliverance flow out of His righteous decisions]. 

Question: Why is it that David likens these aspects of God’s character to these massive features of creation?
· Because David wants our breath to be taken away with the immensities of what can be seen of God in the reality of light.  How many times have you stood in awe of the vastness of the heavens (ILLUS: keyhole of 1,500 galaxies)?  How many people have stood breathless as they stood at the base of Mount Everest?
· Psalm 36 is after this same effect.  It wants us to be spellbound with what we see in the land of the light of God’s LK.  Notice what David emphasizes in these verses:

Psalm 36:5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens,

Psalm 36:7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 

Psalm 36:10 Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you! 

· So the immensities of God’s faithfulness, righteousness, and judgments are swallowed up in God’s steadfast love, that is, God’s unfailing commitment to His people.  Psalm 36 is written by a man whose affections are being captured by the overwhelming beauty and vastness of God’s steadfast love toward the children of men.  His point in these verses is to poetically and powerfully say that there is absolutely nothing as stunningly beautiful and captivating in all of the created order as the steadfast love of the Lord.  

Notice in verse 5 that the universe itself cannot contain the steadfast love of God.

Psalm 36:5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens
· David is not saying that there is a limit to God’s steadfast love.  Rather, he is saying that just as there is no limit to the heavens, there is no limit to God’s steadfast love.  In 1 Kings 8:27, Solomon declared to the Lord, “Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You.”  So it is with God’s steadfast love.  David essentially says in verse 5, “Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Your steadfast love.”  This is good news for children of mankind!  This is good news for sinners who come to God in repentance!

Application: God’s mercy, His steadfast love, is greater than our sin!  Someone might say, “O, but you don’t know what I’ve done.”  Psalm 36 answers, “Stop that kind of thinking and look at the sky!  It absolutely dwarfs you with its size no matter where you are or what you are doing.  Yes, your sin is great, but God’s steadfast love is greater than your sin!”

Question: So how should the children of men respond to the reality of God’s steadfast love?  David answers that question in verse 7. 

Psalm 36:7 How precious [how unimaginably valuable] is your steadfast love, O God!  The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 

· They should recognize its value and as a result seek refuge under the shadow of God’s wings from sin and judgment.  There is no love affair with sin in verse 7.  There is only a heart fixation on the steadfast love of God.
Question: What is it about taking refuge in God that delivers man from sin’s alluring power?  Notice what David says in verse 8.

Psalm 36:8 They [that is, those who take refuge in God] feast on the abundance of [God’s] house, and [God] gives them drink from the river of [His] delights [not “the river of God’s delight”, but “the river of God’s delights!”]. 

· So what is it about taking refuge under the shadow of God’s wings that delivers us from sin’s deceptive power?  It is that when you are a refuge-taker in God, God satisfies you with Himself.  You find God to be the Superior Satisfaction!  This is why David cries out just two verses latter:

Psalm 36:10 O continue Your steadfast love to those who know You!
· When you identify THE superior satisfaction in time and eternity and He begins to satisfy you, you don’t want Him to stop.  So David cries out, “Continue Your steadfast love to me!  Satisfy me, Lord.  Satisfy me!”

Verse 8 makes it very clear that God is an active satisfier.  The last half of verse 8 says that God will cause us, He’ll make us to drink of the river of His delights.  When we take refuge in God, He insists that we be satisfied!  There is no way you can take refuge in God and not find satisfaction in Him because God causes refuge-takers to drink from the river of His delights.  

· Now because of the immensities of creation that David uses to describe God’s character in this psalm, I like to liken this river of delights to Niagara Falls.
ILLUSTRATION: Cave of the Winds at Niagara – Can you drink Niagara dry??

· So when you read of “the river of God’s delights” in this psalm, think of it in ways that correspond to the other immense features of creation mentioned in these verses. 
The Question of Questions: Where is God’s river of delights to be found?
· Verse 8 points to the answer of this question.  Notice that David uses priestly imagery to speak of these spiritual blessings that God gives to refuge-takers.

Psalm 36:8 They [that is, those who take refuge in God] feast on the abundance [or the fatness] of [God’s] house, and [God] gives them drink from the river of [His] delights

· Let’s look at the first half of this verse.  The reference to feasting on the fatness of God’s house is alluding to the fellowship offering in which the worshiper himself was allowed to eat parts of the animal that had been offered (Leviticus 7:15-18).  This “feasting on the fatness of God’s house” meant that the worshiper was enjoying a meal in the presence of God with the special blessing of God, and it cannot be separated from animal sacrifice.  As a matter of fact, it never preceded the sin or guilt offering.  It always had to follow these offerings for sin.  This feast always followed sacrifice for sin.  So in order to properly understand Psalm 36:8, we must be careful not to separate it from the sacrificial system.  Now look at the second half of verse 8.
Psalm 36:8 [So those who take refuge in God] feast on the [fatness] of [God’s] house, and [so in conjunction with this feast, God] gives them drink from the river of [His] delights [Now connect Psalm 36:8 with what Jesus said in John 6:35.  Jesus said]
John 6:35 I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger [implication: you’ll feast!], and whoever believes in me shall never thirst [Let me put it this way: those who come to Jesus shall feast, and those who believe in Jesus shall drink!]. 

· Now with that connection in mind, let’s go back to Psalm 36:5.
Psalm 36:5 Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens [it fills the heavens]
· It is an amazing thing to think that the universe itself cannot contain the steadfast love of our God.  Yet, it is even more amazing to realize that as great as God’s steadfast love is, it entered creation and was entirely contained within a single man, the man Christ Jesus.  In other words, the entire river of God’s delights came to earth in the person of His Son.  Jesus brought every drop of it to earth.  Not a single drop was left behind.  Jesus had it all within Himself.  
Question: So how were we to get it?

· Do you remember how God provided water for the children of Israel when they were dying of thirst in the Wilderness?  God commanded Moses to strike the rock upon which he stood and when he did water came out in abundance (Exodus 17).  Speaking of this day in 1 Corinthians 10, Paul writes . . .

1 Corinthians 10:1-4 I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, [2] and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, [4] and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 

Question: How did the children of Israel come to drink from this rock which was Christ?  It had to be struck and after that its waters gushed forth.  This foreshadowed what would one day happen at the cross where Christ was struck by the Father.  It is at the cross where the Niagara of God’s delights are opened for all who take refuge in Christ.  

· We feast on the abundance of God’s house and drink from the river of His delights when by faith we meditate on the gospel, when by faith we contemplate all that God has done for us in Christ!  The Niagara of God’s delights flows from the cross of our Christ!
· Look to the cross and be satisfied with God!!!

